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Report Title: Review of Scale of Fees & Charges (2019/20)

Report Author(s): Chris Raymakers (Head of Finance, Revenues and Benefits)

Purpose of Report: This report is to allow Members to consider, review and
recommend to the Policy, Finance and Development Committee the
proposed scale fees and charges for the financial year 2019/20
relating to the Licensing and Regulatory Committee.

Report Summary: Charges consist of both those set by statute and those set by this

Council. It is recommended that Council set charges are increased
in line with the Retail Price Index (i.e. 3.4% as at June 2018).

Recommendation(s):

That the proposed Scale of Fees and Charges for 2019/20
(as set out in Appendix 1) be recommended to the Policy,
Finance and Development Committee for approval.

Responsible Strategic
Director, Head of Service
and Officer Contact(s):

Stephen Hinds (Director of Finance & Transformation)
(0116) 257 2681
stephen.hinds@oadby-wigston.gov.uk

Chris Raymakers (Head of Finance, Revenues and Benefits)
(0116) 257 2891
chris.raymakers@oadby-wigston.gov.uk

Paulette Samuels (Environmental Health & Licensing Team Leader)
(0116) 257 2692
paulette.samuels@oadby-wigston.gov.uk

Corporate Priorities:

Effective Service Provision (CP2)
Green & Safe Places (CP4)
Wellbeing for All (CP5)

Vision and Values:

Accountability (V1)
Customer Focus (V5)

Report Implications:-

Legal:

There are no implications arising from the report.

Financial:

Licenses provide an important income stream for the Council which
should cover the cost of providing and administering the varying
licencing regimes.

Corporate Risk Management:

Decreasing Financial Resources (CR1)
Reputation Damage (CR4)
Regulatory Governance (CR6)
Economy/Regeneration (CR9)

Equalities and Equalities

There are no implications arising from the report.
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Assessment (EA): EA not applicable.

Human Rights: There are no implications arising from the report.

Health and Safety: A strong licencing function is an important part of maintaining

public safety within the Borough.

Statutory Officers’ Comments:-

Head of Paid Service: The report is satisfactory.

Chief Finance Officer: The report is satisfactory.

Monitoring Officer: The report is satisfactory.

Consultees: None.

Background Papers: Fees and Charges Working Papers (2019/20)

Appendices: 1. Proposed Scale of Fees & Charges (2019/20)

1. Introduction

1.1 The Council charges for a number of its services that are provided to the public. All fees and
charges are reviewed on an annual basis as part of the budget setting process.

1.2 When setting fees and charges, the following factors are taken into consideration:
e Statutory obligations;
e Policies and objectives of the Council;
¢ Inflation and relevant indices;
e Local market research and competition (where relevant);
e The impact of price changes on activity level or demand;
e Changes in taxation;
e Budget position and any associated gap; and
e The cost of providing the service.

1.3 As at June 2018 the Retail Price Index, which is a measure of inflation, stood at 3.4%. This
has been used as a guide for Heads of Service when considering any increases for 2019/20.

2. Information

2.1 The Council is responsible for administering a number of statutory and discretionary
licensing regimes, such as hackney carriages and private hire vehicles, street trading
consents, pavement licences, various business licences, and authorisations under the
Licensing Act 2003 and Gambling Act 2005.

2.2 As a general principal licence fees cannot be used to generate profit and as a result are set

on a cost and administration recovery basis subject to the following restrictions:

e Licensing Act 2003 — centrally set in regulations by Parliament;

e Gambling Act 2005 — decided by the Council subject to statutory limits; and

e Hackney carriage and private hire vehicle licensing - reasonable charges may be made
for the cost of administering and enforcing the regime in relation to licensed drivers and
vehicles, and providing taxi ranks.




2.3

2.4

2.5

For 2019/20, it is proposed that licenses are increased by the inflationary amount of 3.4%
and rounded to the nearest five pence. This is to reflect the increases in the cost of
provision and administering the service over the next financial year.

A full list of the proposed licencing charges is contained in Appendix 1 to this report.
The Committee will note that fees have been introduced for newly licensable activities

following the implementation of the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving
Animals) (England) Regulations 2018 from 1 October as set out at 2.2 of Appendix 1.



